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ANNUAL NARRATIVE  - - = ASKA HIGHWAY PARISH, ‘Tok, Alaska # 


There is very little that can be said about the parish, afte 
15 months service, that is very striking. The work has not produced 


one great fruit, yet neither has it seemed a futile and impossible 
ask. j | 


One great problem in establishing any sort of ongoing program 
is the transience of the population. In the past twelve months the 
Tok chap@l has lost two successive treasurers and all but one of its. 
Sunday School teachers. Just over half of oun reguler chures oS 
oo Year Ag0 are gone while only One newcomer to the community has 
@come a truly regular attendant. On the other hand, the increased 


attendance o Oople who have be the community for more than a 
~year has kept the attendance statistics ups 
nalts Co paca aa tk a win inert aber cep hh 


We seem, if anything, to be losing ground in the Sunday School 
work, although this may still correct itself. A lack of qualified and 
interested replacements for the teachers who moved away, seems to be 
the problem. On the other hand, other phases of the life of the church 
are growing. The Adult Choir seems strong enough to hold together for 
the winter season, and a High School Fellowship group is just getting 
under way, complete with an advisor who has combined her new job with 
a new participation in the whole life of the church. The Women's 
Association flourished briefly in the spring, but with the fall season 
seems destined to become a family program, rather than for women only. 
This is a spontaneous change made by the people themselves, although 
it is in line with Miss Benfer's suggestions made in April. 


The people seem to respond much better to specific projects 
than to an ongoing program, a complaint that is universal, I suppose, 
but is magnified when the total group is so small. he 


Despite the lack of clear cut progress, we are still going 
ahead with the general program designed to organize the Tok congregation. 
I am in the middle of a series of sermons based on the communicant © 
materials, Whether anything comes of this immediately or not, it 


should at least help to show whet emphasis can be made in the future. 


Pastoral calling and counselling are always rewarding, perhaps 
because there is no’ statistical measure of success, and one can 
concentrate entipely on the single individual and his concerns of the 
moment. At least one may be certain that his efforts are relevant, in 
some measuee, to the person's interests and needs. } 


oe a eine Uae Winter wiek Vasy Ger people 
welcome t stor more during the winter when ey are less busy and 
more lonely,» There are very few people involved, and there is no |. . 
eee eee a Ee wicca aid coms ai for epeoial praise from or “this will ever be anything more than a calling ministry. 
“The Feith and Life Curriculum. did come in for special praise from one ~ 
family in which both parents are trained educators, They felt that 
even for home use, with all the limitations of facilities, that it 
compares very favorably with the professional teaching tools used in 
public schools and in the Calvert courses If only the Sunday School 
teachers could find this same moy and respect for the material! | 
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At Northway, there is some interest in establishing a chapel, 
and work has begun in renovating an old school house loaned by the 
FAA for the purpose. It will be another year before it can be used, 


due to problems of heat and light that could not be resolved before 
the cold weather this fall. ! ‘i's 


In terms of the long range future of this parish, it would 
seem wise to look forward to a total reevaluation of the work within 
perhaps three to five years. Gan a local congregation be developed 
that will take some responsibility for the highway work as well, or 
should the congregation be urged to sustain its own local minisgry 
so far as possible, with Board assistance being separately applied to 
the highway work?. If no congregation develops, can the Church justify — 
an) indefinite ,»extension of the Sunday School Mission ministry, or can 
the work be yoked to some other asSignment, either Presbyterian or 
even some other cooperating denomination? I do not mean to imply 
that I am not kept busy with the present arrangement, but I do mean 
that the investment in effort and money is very great, perhaps too 
great unless there are signs of growth and stability...  - , 
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(Dokgrop Willerest Presbyterian Church 


Have you ever been privileged to preach on a street corner? Here 
one may get a very small audience of 2-4 or even 5, but the majority of 
people Just pase bys Many of them will stop for a moment, take in a 
séntence or two, and then go busily on their way, because of some other 


compelling committment. 


This is somewhat the same kind of position in which Hillcrest Presby- 
terian Church of Anchorage finds itself. In the activities of the church 
are the few who stay, listen and work, but with the majority it is 
like preaching to a “passing parade", because most of the people are here 
‘for a very short time; then must rotate to another city and Air Base, be- 
cause of a compelling committment to Uncle Sam. 


There is not chance for even forming a skeltal framework in the church, 
into which this "passing parade" might adequately fit. It has been hoped 
that we might be able to accomplish such with our resident members, but 
there is not a sufficient number for this. So it is basicly necessary 


that we build the church and its program around a dominantly transient 


A great number of our people are military or militarily related, who 
are in service for atemost three years. By the time they are wooed into 
the church's worship and program, they have 18 months to two years remain- 
ing on this tour of duty. During this time they are trained to take an 


active part in the work of the church, since many of them are non-Presbyterians. 


Their work in the church just begins to bear fruit, wnen they must leave. 
So we have a "round-the-clock" training program for church officers da 


In such a program as this, thef¥ are very few who will consent to, or 
receive encouragement from, their pastors, in the matter of transferring 
their church letter to us. They say:-"we will only be here for a short time". 
This is true, but their relation is not the same to the local church that : 
it would be if they were basicly a part of it. This tends to build up 
assignment after assignment until they lose both their concern for and their 
ability to do an effective work in the church. In addition to this their is 
the matter of financial support of the church to be considered. For with- 
out a basic committment to the local church, their is a pittance support to 
the local program. 


Perhaps all of these things are rather mundane, and make us feel that we 
are getting nowhere fast. In the local program, from year to year, we 
don't move either very fast or very far. But we are then faced with the 
question:- "is our basic job in this, or any other Ministry, to compile 
statistics, inflate a budget, gather in money to be spent; rather isn't it 
our basic Ministry to touch lives? ets) eae 


At Hillcrest, we feel that we are not moving too fast, or doing too much, 
and their is bound to be a defeatest attitude built up in one's Ministry in 
such a church. One is apt to feel that people do not stay long enough to 
have much, if any, of the Gospel rub off on them. But again we are brought 
to our senses time and again by the fact that our basic job is to plant and 
to water, and the Lord gives the increase. This increase however does not 
necessarily have to be in a particular ocale. Many times when we were at 
a low ebb, we found our compensations coming, for example, in a letter from 
one who had been in our church and who now was many miles distant. The 


- 
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letters almost seem stereotyped, when they say:- "I em certainly appreciative 
of what Hillcrest has done for me (or my family). We were never active in 
Church before, or cared to be, but now you have given us the incentive that 
this is the best way to invest our lives. We are now active participants in 
the work of the Church here in .........". Numerically, financially, or 

in the activities of Hillcrest, we made little or no progress. These figures 
come out on the Monthly Report, but there are no reports yet, ever devised 

to show either spiritual growth and maturity in a persons life, or the impact 
of the Gospel and Church people have made on a individual life. Now I ask 
you, could anything count more? : 


Our Church program to date for the year 1959 looks like this:- 


THE WORSHIP SERVICE .... 
Prior to our furlough in May, the average attendance at Hill- 
ep crest was up to 85, but we knew of an impending exodus of the 


D Military. Following furlough, and to the moment our average 
4-7 ga fs "attendance is 45, but this was not due to our summer replace- 
Yo ment; for we have heard some outstanding remarks about him, 


and he can come back here anytime. 


On our return from furlough the Organist anc Choir Director 
had departed, and so had all but two of the Chancel Choir. 
No organist (except Norma) or Choir Director (Bill King will 
fill in when he returns from vacation), but our Choir has 
now grown to 4 and a possible 5 by next Sunday. We have not 
been a week, though, without special music for our Worship 
Service. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL... . 
With the rotation, went many of our Sunday School Children 
and our 189 average prior to vacation, sunk to a low of 140, 
with almost a complete change of faces as well as teachers. 
before we returned, we went from 12 down to 3 teachers. At 
present the outlook is much brighter with a teacher for every 
class but "Junior Girls", and an additional class of "Junior 
High's", We plan to start the October quarter with 24 Junior 
High's. When most Sunday School's lose their children after 
they complete the Junior Department, we are most grateful for 
our 24 Junior High's and our 18 Senior High's. Our Sunday 
School is on the increase once again. 


OUR YOUTH ACTIVITIES... - 
~ Our Youth activities for the fall will begin this Sunday 
evening with a "Youth Roundup", but the anxiousness of the 
young people is.a good sign for both Junior High and Senior 
High groupse A Youth Rally with the young people of Anchorage 
and the Valley is scheduled for October 18th. This venture 
together really sparks the youth group in all the Churches, 


THE WOMEN OF HILLCREST. .. . 
Have been active all summer, and from the reports I hear they 
are receiving considerable help from the assigned Bible Study 
in Acts. Even though many of the women were lost through 
rotation, we are very fortunate to have a nucleus who will 
carry One 
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JHE MEN OF HILLCREST. ... 
Have really been depleated, even to the officers; fortunately 
we will have a President after Bill King arrives home next 
week from his vacation. A monthly Sunday Morning Breakfast 
is held in connection with our meeting, and it is hoped that 
the core of 6 will increase, so that we may be able to 
affiliate with the National Council of Presbyterian Men. 


THE SCOUTING PROGRAM. .. . 


It is carrying on with the usual Pep and Vitality. We are 
grateful to one of our Elders, who is scout master. We have 
just completed and presented two " God and Country" awards, 
and have two other boys working for this covented award as 
well. Brownie Scouts just began this past week, but they 
were in force too. The Cub Scouts have not as yet begun for 
fall activities. 


We are indeed sorry that the "Spiritual Emphasis Week" was not con- 
tinued this year, as it was hoped to have an exchange of Ministers for “Evangel- 
ism". Even this has been watered down to ea Seminar with two men from Synod 
and.a special meeting in Fairbanks and Anchorage. This does not carry the 
impact of the Preaching Mission! 


Again we thank God for the privilege of serving him another year. Pray 
with us that we will be able to touch more lives through our Ministry in 
this place. 


Evans, Pastor 
Hillcrest Presbyterian Church 
1200 Hollywood Drive at Elm 
Anchorage, Alaska 


AM. (hepheee 


FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SEP 28 1959 
1402 GAMBELL ST REET 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9 


ANNUAL NARRATIVE - /957 


Progress -- Development -- Changes -- Accomplishment -- Looking Ahead 


Probably the key word for the congregation of Faith Presbyterian 
Church in 1959 has been "unsettled." This has centered chiefly around 
the future of Faith. At the January meeting the congregation agreed that 
the church should be relocated in a place at least two miles from the 
downtown church and where sufficient land could be acquired. Soon it was 
evident that a Nunaka Valley location was not desired by the congregation. 
The Session then went ahead with organizing a mission Sunday School in 
Nunaka Valley in compliance with Presbytery directives but with the under- 
standing that this would be developed independently of any move by the 
Faith Congregation. Since that time there has been exploration and dis- 
cussion but no decision. Thus, the when and where of a move is "unsettled." 


This has reflected in the congregation as some have lost interest 
since they felt the church would move too far from them. Coupled with 
this has been a movement by several church families to outlying areas five 
to 10 miles from the church. In many cases building has been required so 
that the time and interest of these members was directed from the church. 
This particularly hurt the Session's effectiveness. Only one of the Session 
now lives within a mile of the church. This movement and change of focal 
interest typifies a restlessness in the Fairview community as its structure 
changes. Annexation elections during the year resulted in about half the 
area joining the city. Thus, the community and membership have been un- 
settled. 


As usual we lost several members who moved to the "south 48" during 
the year leaving positions of responsibility vacant. In some cases new 
members filled the gap. Most of the church school staff was new during 
the summer months with the result that the school suffered. The Faith and 
Life Curriculum has been sharply eriticized by many who for various reasons 
do not like it. To date it is still in use and the new Superintendent is 
endeavoring to interpret it to all the teachers with the help of the Pastor. 
But again this has left the church school somewhat "unsettled." To illus- 
trate the feeling, one teacher is giving the curriculum a "final try" this 
year and if still opposed to it expects to leave the Presbyterian denomina- 
tion. We are praying that the material and the teacher meet the challenge 
and that with God's guidance both may continue to be effective instruments 
for Christ. Of encouragement is the word of those who left Alaska feeling 
the church was important. One Army officer listed on an official summer 
of his tour of duty that the outstanding feature o S service in Alaska 
was his relationship to this church. So long as we can provide inspiration 


and renewal of faith in Christ for some, we will have accomplished His will. 


It is the hope of the officers that a new location can be secured this’ 
winter and, if possible, a physical move made in 1960. This is the focus 
of attention on the future horizon. Only then will there again be a unity 
of spirit as the congregation knows where it is going. 


Dept.of Werk in Alaska 
Beard ef National Missiens 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York lo, NeY-. 


Dear Dr.Jackmans’: 


Will yeu please get this repert te the right effice,I see by 
the card that I got has a diffrent address,I am se serry that 
I have ever leeked the annual repert,se I will send a brief 
repert. 


1959,was a very trying year fer me,for the Lord called my dear 
wife te her heavenly heme the last day ef 1958. 


There are a let of things that has te be dene and ene of the 

mest impertant is te get eur native peeple intrested in Bible 
study, however, I had te spend the first ef Janury,in a hespital 

On my return te Angeon,I get started in a Bible class with eur 
Jr.sHi.fer I knew it $4 is much better te started with sur yeung- 
peeple.The children were very much intrested and I knew that it did 
a let ef geed. 


There is still seme hard ce ee the witch craft eutbrake that 
breke eut the year before,as a let of eur peeple meved away frem 

eur cemmunity and yeu can be sure that it takes a let ef werk and 
prayer te get our peeple te ferget things like that,hewever,we got 
seme of the people te make up and things are leeking brighter new 


In Febuary,we had a let of sickness we de net have a decter er a 
nurse here,the Health Department had te send out a decter and a 
nurse twice durring the menth se that kind of interfered seme in 
eur winter's pregram. 


We have seme cempetitien, the Assembly of Ged has erganized a 
church here and the Salvation Army,is always making dives for 
membership,dirring Febe,the Assembly ef Ged had an Evangelist 
here for ten days they are trying te get members frem ether 
churches here.This fall they sended a nurse missienay te carry 
en the work.The Salvatien Army from Kake with a brass band and 
stayed fer two weeks,se we have a let of cempetitien,it is just 
toe bad that things like that happen but it dees. 


Hewever,we had a Gespel tean frem Shalden Jacksen Jr.Cellage call 
in fer a visit which was a great help,;we alse had the Juneau, Mem= , 
erial debts cheir call in one week end which was alse a great help 


frem one church hg anethere 


I had to ge lei Juneau, in March fer a decter's check up owl 
te snew strems I stayed lenger then I planned, however, on mi 
we organized a much needed choir also got eur yeung peep] 
ed in ‘Spititual things. ; : 
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In the Spring of the year the men begin te prepare fer the fish- 
ing season which starts the last part of April,that is halibut 
fishing,fishing is getting frem bad te werse,the fishermen did net 
make any money at all the past year hewever,that is the enly means 
ef making a living se the fishermen where put fer the first Gay of 
halbut’,then came the seining season in June, just abeut all the 
people left for the canneries te work in June and did net return 
te the village until the last of Oct. 


I went eut en ene ef eur beats(S75 11) teke eut Vacation Bible 
teachers,the teachers were yeung peeple frem the diffrent States 
under the leadership ef WMrse.Margld Swansen,we called inte six 
canneries and cemmunities and cenducted Vacation Bible Scheel, 
we had services at some of the places,I made seme where areund 
eighty pastoral calls.After we finished the Bible Scheels the 
teams werked into a werk team,the reef ef eur church was renewed 
and gome werk on the manse was dene. 


This fall we have started a Bible study with the adults and hepe 
te ge threugh with it the whele winter. 


Seme more of our people moved away since it was anether peer seasen 
ef fishing.Se gees things at Angeen. 


Geerge R.-Betts 
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Dept. of Work in Alaska 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 


Attn: Miss Koerner 
Dear Frieda, 


We got back from Presbytery last night, after two days storm bound waiting weather, 
and your reminder was on the top of the stack of mail so enclosed herewith is the 
narrative, such as it is, concerning Auke Bay for this past year, 


The Chapel-by-the-Lake has continued to increase and adjust its program to fit the 
spiritual needs of the community, Program wise wé have attempted to give each 

age group an opportunity for spiritual growth through Bible Study and discussion 
groups, We have also maintained activities for service to the Church such as 

choirs and projects performed by other church organizations, Faster advancement 

along these lines has been hindered by a lack of dedicated and trained lay leadership, 
though these is a growing group of lay leaders who assume the responsibilities of 
the various activities of the Chanel program, 


We are still hindered by a lack of room, In this line a Building Planning Committee 
has been established to bring to the congregation a proposal for a building that will 
be within our means and which will be suitable for an all round Chapel program, 

The congregation now has over $8,000 in a savings fund and with this, a loan from 
the Board of National Missions, and additional funds to be raised locally, it hopes 
to begin construction of a new Sunday School class room and socaal hall addition 
during the spring of 1960, 


The growth of the congregation itself has been slow but sure, Auk Bay is not a boom 
area but there is slow and consistent growth, Statehood has still made a question 

mark in the minds of many of the federal government employees located within the bounis 
of the congregation, and we are still in q transition period of not knowing just 

who will be located in the area, New homes are being built and there are many families 
who are ‘waiting’ to move to Auke Bay and would do so if anything at all in the way 

of housing opened up. A carpenter strike stopped all building in the Juneau area for 
the summer and at the same time put off the completion of tie Fisheries Lab until the 
fall of 1960, The two remaining ‘bad* sections of road in the Auke Bay area are due 
for improvement in the spring of 1960 and this also will have a tendency to move more 
people into the area. 


We have also noticed another change in the life of the Chapel, Whereas four years ago 
there were many people who would not attend the Chapel, and very frankly said that they 
had not a use in the World for the church, they are beginning to attend and take part 
in the various activities and programs of the church, We cmsider this ‘long pull' 
impact on such people a very important thing for not only are they growing in their 
spiritual life but they are also mixing with the newer people in the community 

socially and such is also the job of the Community Church, There is also a concern 

on their part for the impact that the church is making in the community, 


Chapel By The Lake 
Auke Bay, Alaska 


Narrative Miss Koerner 10/20/59 


There is a further ministry of the Chapel, one that is probably unique to it alone, 
Thisministry is to the tourists who are brought to the Chapel during the summer 

tourist season, These people either come from down below by boat, between 150 and 

250 per boat, or by plane in varying sized groups. Of course there is mich sight-seeing 
but we have noticed that more and more this year the grows will enter the Chapel, 
listen to a description of the building of the Chapel and then will sing two or three 
favorite hymns, be led in prayer by the local minister and will then leave to go 

their way, The important thing, though, is that they enter as individuals and leave 

aS a group of united persons. Many have expressed their appreciation for this fact 

as well as for the opportunity to sit and meditate for a moment, 


There have been thousands and thousands of chapel leaflets and post cards distributed 
to visitors of the Chapel and over 1300 slides of the view have been sent to 

tourists who were here on days when picture taking was impossible, We are still trying 
to do all in our power to serve not only the community but any who might visit the 
Chel, _It_is our hope that the influence of Christ will not just remain in the _ 


community but will, because of the Chapel, s to many people in many places 
who have no een touche y Him, 


With an increase in the community, in the Church membership and in the spiritual 
growth of the people the Chapel looks forward to a day when the physical plant will , 


be sufficient for its program, wien the local congregation will inancially self- 
“Supporting and when the people will unitedly show the Love of God through their 
ives to the community and the world. 
Sincerely in His service, 
ic - 
« “Al him VA) 


Rev. Kenneth W, Smith 
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BARROW, ANAKTUVUK PASS, KAKTOVIK, ALASKA ode 


/_. FOR 1959 ) 


BARROW: THE VILLAGE AND THE CHURCH 


THE VILLAGE OF BARROW: The village continaes to grow but estimates 
vary as to the present population, Some say 1400 and others say over 
1600, Only one or two families have moved into the village from other 
places, but the birth rate continues to far exceed the death rate. The 
adult population (those over 15 yrs. of age) is about 800. 6f these about 
200 have little or no contact with any church. These along with the many 
children represent the evangelistic challenge for the ministry here. 


piiere has been no progress tn, secure Porm ar ee 

to the civilians of the community. Because there was much speculation that 
this would be avgilable before the end of 1958, the stores did not order 
enough fuel oil for the year. This caused some hardship because only a very 
limited amount was available for sale after the middle of February. The 

Caal Mine was unable to keep up with demand and many homes were cold. No 

S1l effects were felt in the health dftthe people hut many were uncomfoftable,. 


Every year sees its tragedies of fire. This year was no exception. In 
fact the worst single fire in many years occurred when the entire family of 
Willie Nayakik, six children and the parents, suffocated in their home e ; 
Another fire rendéred a home useless and destroyed the personal belongings 
of the family but no one suffered injury because of it. The village now has 
made arrangements for securing a government vehiché as fire fighting © 
equipment. This will be in use as soon as the building to house it is con- 
structed. This should be finished by the middle of November. 


Drunkenness_continuss to be the Pe rerae in public ple runs in cycles. 
May and early June there was a lot of drinking in public places. As the 
U.S. Commissioner and the authorities of thé Federal Electric Co, clamped - 
down on law enforcement and restrictions on the white man,the village 
quieted down. Early in September another rise in public drunkenness began. 
With the commissioner gone and only an Eskimo constable-to enforce the 

laws little can be done. By early in October some cases will be tried and 
many of the white construction workers will be gone so the temptation will 
not be so great, 


THE UTKEAGVIK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: The most significant religious 
development in the church and the village was the sharp distinction between 
the Presbyterian and the Assembly of God Churches. Up until February of 
this yeah the Awsembly minister was véry careful to speak highly of the 
Presbyterians, to pray for them at his services, and not emphasize too 
strongly the things that show they are different. Howeveryin February one 
of their denominational evangelists conducted a two week preaching mission. 
Many of our members attended and went forward often under great pressure. 
Some of them "spoke in Tongues" and some were itnmersed at a baptismal service 
following the meetings. During these meetings the evangelist was somewhat 
chitical of the Presbyterians but only indirectly. The real trouble came when - 
several Eskimos who in the past had had some association with our church 
gave testamonies that in so many years they had not met Christ at the 
Presbyterian church and had found Him at the Assembly. They often named 
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spe€ific Presbyterians whose lives were not as Christian as we would like to 
see them to illustrate how the Assembly Church was better than the Presby- 
terian, With this series of meetings and the months that followed developed 
a clear distinction between the two churches. 


Many Presbyterians immediately asserted their loyalty to the church of 
their parents and the church that had first brought the Gospel message to 
Barrow and the Arctic Coast. About twenty of our members are now regular 
at the Assembly Church of which 14 have already been put onthe reserve roll. 
Mobt of these were not regular an attencance at our church since I arrived 
here in July 1958. 


In order to help many of our people who were confused about Baptism 
and about how two christian churches could be so different,;I preached two 
messeges in late February: The Biblical Teaching of Baptism, and 
Comparing the Assembly of God and Presbyterian Churches, These were 
greatly appreciated by the people and solidified their loyalty to our church. 
Also, to help with their understanding of the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit,1I 
preached seven messages in a series entitled Tht Person And Work of The Holy 
Spirit. This was in June and July. 


Another step jf toward more pérsonél contactU#ith the people is our 


calling in the homes, Samuel and I visited each home together last year, 
‘In A ugust we started” systematically to visit each home alone. At the rate 


we are going it will take four or five months, This still is not the 
volume of visits that the Awsembly minister can make not only to his few 
people but also to many of ours. We hope that this will not only keep the 


- people loyal to our church but give them opportunity to express personal 


needs and myself an opportunity to get to know them more personally. Samuel 
mentioned that he very much enjoyed calling because often people sharedwith 
him the burdens of their hearts and he was able to be of some help to them. 


THE PROGRAM OF THE UTKEAGVIK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: There were no major 
changes in the program of the church this year. The program consists of the 
following: three services on Sunday - 10:00 a.m. (Inupiat), 11:00 a.m. (Emg- 
lish), and 7:30 pem. ( English interpreted); Sunday schodl in two sessions 
on Sunday Afternoon; Prayer Meeting Wednesday evening-¥:50 P.M.; Fortyniners 
fellowship for those over 40 yrs. of age every other Monday; Geneva Fellow - 
ship for those 21 to 40 on the alternate Mondays; Westminster Fellowship 
Thursdey evenings; Polar Cross Bearers (for those 12 to 14 Yrs. old) every 
Friday evening; Preshykids on Wednesday afternoons;Circles (four of them) 
meeting twice a month; Womerls Association meeting once a month; Choir 
rehersel once a week; monthly Deacons, Trustees, and Session meetings; 
Church offécer training; Teacher training for SS.; Two communicants’ glasses 
each year; Vacation Bible School each Spring. 


There has been a change in emphasis in the youth fellowship groups. They 
had been primarily for recreation with brief devotional times at the end of 
each meeting. We are now making the devotional time longer and using it fot 
leadership training. We have been using the Youth Fellowship kits and 
material prepared by the Christian Service Workers Bureau. It is difficult 
to get the young people to take part but the Eskimo advisors have been 
getting much experience in leading meetings through this means, 


The two adult fellowship goups have been taking turns heading the 
Prayer Meetings the last Wednesday of the month, They have done excellent 


—— . YT . a a a oan ae > a 
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work in preparing and giving them. These meetings have provided excellent 
training grounds for a larger group of adults, It has been especially 
.gratifying to see the younger adults taking much more active parts in Prayer 
fleeting not only on the nights that Geneva Fellowship leads,but at the other , 
meetings also. The Prayer Meetings instead of being over at 8:40 because no 
one had anything to say now always go until 9:00 p.m. and some times to 

8:20 pom. 


The Womens Association and Circles are trying the study materials 
peepared by our church beginning in October. The material for the monthly 
meetings is often too difficult for the ladies to translate but by skipping 
some plans and making two or three out of oothers I hope they will be able 
to use them, The Bible Study materials for the Circles will be used 
regularly and we hope to introduce the Mission Study lessons soon tooj 


The Session has voted to include the Every Home Plan for Presbyterisn 
Life in the budget for thidyear, We hope this will help the people feel 
a more vital part of our larger fellowship. Also, it will help them to be 
more Presbyterian conscious in relation to the Assembly Ghurch. 


The All-Slaska Preaching Mission will not be held this’ year but in 
Barrow wélwill still have a spiritual emphasis week as other years. It will 
be held the first week of November with The Rev. Roy Ahmaogak bringing 
the messages, Samael will also g Wainwright to preach there the same 
weel. We hope that the all-Inupiat messages will have special appeal to the 
aah PAL mY : L 

fringe Eskimos of the village. 


The Sunday School continues to have between 350 and 400 in attendance, 
The conditions were somewhat improved by the acquisition of five adjustable 
height foldi tables and =fi airs. Now the four and five 
year olds no longer need to kmeel on adult size folding chairs and lean 
their elbows on standard height tables for their lessons, Also, one hundred 
adult size ine chairs have provided enough chairs for all the older classé 
so none of the pupils need sit on the floor, This will increase the effective-— 
ness of the teaching. 


@ne further improvement is neceasary to make the teaching situation 
almost normal, The five beginner classes plus’ one more all meet in the» 
same room, the olds Marsh - Spense hall, The second session of 
unday School is almost as bad with two to four classes there, The Sanctuary 
has three and four classes at both sessions,and there are two classes in 
the Igloo and the manse too. Every year the need for more class rooms becomes 
greater as we are bble to secure more teachers and bring classes down to 
eight or ten members each, We now are able to have only two opening worship 
services to Sunday School - one at each session. The Sunday School is now 
large enough and we have potential leadership for six departments with their 
own worship services. If the present manse and igloo were released from 
living quarters for the staff we would have two more places for department 
' worship and many more class rooms. Therefore it has been proposed and detaile 
plans are being studied for a new manse, and long range plans call for 
new quarters for the eskimo worker afterwards, 
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About sixty students are away from the village for eighth grade and , 
high school at Sheldon Jackson Junior College, Mt. Edgecomb, and Wrangell. 
- Durfng Tast school year there was not one communication between the 
church and these students, This school year (1959-1960) I expect to send them | 


the devotional booklet THY WILL’ - My Will each quarter with a mimeographed , 
etter along with it. The first set was mailed the third week of September. 


There are about twenty - five men scattered along the DEW Line from 
the church in Barrow and the chapel at Barter Island. I have made arrange- 


ments with the officials of Federal Electric Company to visit each site 
and spend an hour or two with the Eskimos there, I had hoped to make the 


“trip in early Beptember but our second child was not born until the 9th. 
The visit will be made to several sites in late October but all of them 
will not be covered until next March, I will leave a copy of Today with _ 
each man and encourage them to meet together daily to use it. Also, I will 
arrange to send future iddues to them. 


THE ARCTIC MESSENGER III: The mission plane engine failed on one of 
the first trips of 1959 after starting to fly in March. On the way into 
Anaktuvuk Pass a cylinder head cracked loose and came off forcing a landing 
fifteen miles northwest of Umiat. The engine was repaired at Umiat and the 
plane used with the old engine eighty hours. I recommended to the Bog#rd and 
they approved a Doyn Conversion to a 170 h.p. Lycoming engine. I flew the 
plane to Clay Center, Kansas, where the conversion was made the first week 
of June. The new engine greatly increaged the perfommance of the plane. 

ased about twenty miles per hour. The perfommance at 
Summit Lake at Anaktuvuk Pass, 2100 ft. high, is about double on floats 
from what it was before. The gas consumption of the new engine is about 
nine and a half gallons per hour compaired with eight and a half with the 


old one. So far this year ninety-nine hours have been put on the new engine 


without any "bugs" appearing. \ dbwe, 
~Lcciacznad nobel A Midian. Se LN x! 28 tine ta Sorte A 


KOKTOVIK, BARTER ISLAND: The people in Barter Island ,through an 
arrangement made with the Board of National Missions and the Utkeagvik 
Presbyterian Church,are now keeping forty percent of their offerings in 


a savi ward a fund for w_cha By the end of June they 
ad over $500 in that fund. 


Last Spring while I was there a site was choSem for the new chapel. 
The first job to be done on that site is to put in aout three feet of 


beach gravel over a one hundred foot square area where the building will 

be erected. Arrangements have been made with the DEW Line site officials 

on the Island for the use of their earth-moving equipment in late September 
of early October. Then as soon as the snow is gone next summer. they hope to 
begin construction on a tw = forty Chapel building, With many of 
the basic materials available from the DEW Line Site and the fund from the 
offerings of the local people,this Chapel should be completed without help 
from the Board of National Missions, As soon as a fough survey can be made 


of the site an application will be filed with the land office in Fairbank 
to get a title to the land. 
Neen eee ea nn aaa RiatD aR mR TT Tw Bt maT MRI MRE ETT ar rao ara J 


An Assembly of God Evangelist from Aklavik, Canada, has made several 


| 
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trips to Barter Island this year. So far he has maintained a positive 
attitude to the Presbyterian work And has no plans of starting another 
church, This has been his policy in the villages where he visits in Canada 
and I trust that he will maintain it at Barter Island, I have not said 
anything agatnst him and his work at Barter Island because if I did we would 
immediately loses two or three families who have had strained relations with 
our Presbyterian Elders and leaders there, They are on the fringe and I 

hope through my own visits to enlist their help in building the new chapel. 
Samuel went with me to Barter last April and spent four days there, He was 

a big help in bridging the gap between the two factions there. 


In order to provide more Bible teaching for the people of the Island 
and Anaktuvuk Pass we record most of the evening services. These tapes are 
sent to Barter Island where they are played before the services and over 
Hermarls oscillator. Then they are sent n° peomet Nene who also has a tape 
recorder and plays them for the folks of e Pass before the services, 


Vacation Bible School was held at Barter Island in July. Fred .Hauman, 
the new seminary intern, led the school and conducted the classes for those 
ten to fifteen years of age. Mary Ann Rexford, asJunior at S.J. and one of 
the other eskimo ladies of Barter Island conducted the classes for thowe 
from five to nine years of age, Fred did an excellent job and his presence 
on the Island for over two weeks was a goody:moral-builder for the, 
Presbyterians. Fred also preached once each of the two Supdays he was there, 


AKLAVIK, CANADA: No visits were made to Aklavik this year. In correspon= 
dance with the U.S. Customs Bureau at Fairbanks I find that going to Aklavik 
involves coming back to Ft. Yukon or Fairbanks to check through U.S, 

Customs Officials, For the little time I candspend there and the little 
ministry I can perform among our six or eight members I have not felt a a 
trip was worth the expense or time involved. Bp 


ANAKTUVUK:.PASS: The high ABh tee the year for the people of the Pass was 
the dedication service for their new chapel that was begun last year and is 
RaEHiy coupleted (ie 8 crew Aad elanmeeees 28th. with The Rev. John , 
Stokes bringing the message R ian Yleworth giving the prayer of. 
ication. Most of the men were out hunting but their families were there 


Tor the service. 


The Chapel was built for approximately $2500 of which $1500 came from 
the Board of National Missions and $1000 from a member of the Barrow Church. 
There were also several small gifts from interested friends who knew about 
the project. The Protestant fellowship at Elmindorf Air Force Base gave 
$50 for pulpit furnature. Two maple chairs were purchased with this. All of 
the labor’ was given by the men of the Pass. Homer Mekiana and Frank Rulland 
did most of it, Ee ae ES Saw Re 


The ground on which the chapel is placed has been roughly surveyed 
and an applicetion will soon be sent to the Land Office in Fairbanks to 
sewure title to about eight acres, 


Samuel spent a week teaching at the Pass last March and again at the 
time of dedication. Less than half of the people were there last March. We 
find that it is not until about A pril lst, that they are all gathered back 
to the village for the summer. In future years we will plan to have this a 
special teaching ministry late ih April, Until the children have had more © | ae 
on in English I feeI a week of teaching by Samuel is much more ee 
effective than two weeks of Bible School in English during the summers 


° 
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During the Construction of the Chapel it had been agreed not to take 
offerings at the services since the people were giving their time to this. 
Now that the chapel is nearly completed the Elders at the Pass along with 
Samuel and myself decided that an opportunity should be given once a week 
for the people to contribute to the Lord's work, This was begun the last 


Sunday in August. The money will be added to the offerings of the Barrow. 
church and will be included in field receipts sent to the Beard, 
og RE IRE Rear RET ETERS SR Se oe ene SC ER A Rag Se Eee eee Vs ee ee ae eet eS ee 
MEADE RIVER: For over a year now wree families have lived at. 
Meade River, All Of the others have moved to Barrow, The public school 


was closed several years ago so the families that are left witl have to 

be doing something about school for thetr children soom. Since Elders 

Abe Simmonds,Sr., and Peter Shugluk moved to Barrow there has been no 

Sunday School or Bible teaching regulatly. I made one trip there in late 
February and held one service. The session of the Barrow Church expressed 
concern recently that no services were being held, Peter Shugluk suggested that 
one of the wives still at the River be asked to lead Sunday Bible translation 
and singine.s. I expect to visit there the second week of October and arrange 

for this, 


The coal mine continues to operate on 2 limited basis to supply the 
village ofBarrow with coal. But since the school and the hospital have 
converted to natural gas the employment at Meade River Coal mine has been 
cut more than in half. ; 


PERSONNEL IN BARROW: George Johnson, the Seminary Theological intern 
who was in Barrow from June 1958 stayed with us tmtil the middle of May. 
Because of some difficulties in personal relations with other members of the 
staff in Barrow and because of an opportunity for a different kind of 
voeational experience in Sautheastern Alaska the decision was made to mofe. 
George did an excellent job in resorganizing the Westminster Fellowship to 
make it a training ground for future leaders. He also was a big help in the 
Sunday School. Mush of his time was spent in maintenance work which was well 
done. 


The second week of June,George's replacement. arrived in Barrow, Mr Fred 
Hauman of Delta, Utah. He came directly from seminary (Dubuque) to Clay Center- 
where he joined me in the return to Alaska with the Arctic Messenger III. 
Along with his other responsibilities at the mission his job is to maintain 
the mission plane. He has an AVE aircraft mechanic's rating. Under special 
arrangements with the Board of National Myssions,Fred was with us for the 
summer and will be returning to the field afgeycompleting his final term at 
Debuque in January. He does very thorough work with his maintenance jobs which 
I especially appreéiate in relation to the plane. Although there is much room 
for improvement,he does a good job with preaching for a seminary student, 

He has some difficulty with the youth groups. He is not dynamic enough to 
maintain the interest of Westminster Fellowship young people nor aggressive 
enough to quiet down the Presbykids for a devotional meeting, He does an 
excellent job with Bible School kids twelve to fourteen years of age ,though. 
He will spend about half of his time in maintenance work as the other 
interns have done. 


Samuel Simmonds, our Lay Prescher in Barrow, continues to make a great 


contribution to the total ministry here. He conducts the 10:00 A.M, all 
Inupiat Service, does the interpreting for the evening service, leads two 


a Biko 
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of the Saturday evening Sunday School Teachers! discussions, iseads one of the 
departments on Sunday afternoon, has charge of the Polar Cross Bearers, 
conducts the two adult communicants classes each year, and does special 
preaching and teaching assignments at Anaktuvuk Pass, Barter Island and 
Wainwright. He also carries much of + vastoral work through visitatgéan > 
and throug rences with people who visit his home. Since he does som 
much teaching and preaching an@ since he has so much contact personally 
with theppeople,I am urging strongly that Presbytery examine him for: 


standing among the people and make his ministry more effective. 


The Chambers family continues to thrive in the Arctic. Sara Lynn (roo lok) 

now 17 months old came through her first winter with only a slight cold 

now and then. A new member was added September 9. th., Ann Louise Naiyuk, 

who was born at Barrow hospital. Along with the eskimo friends,barbara has 
“found much needed White companionship with the nurses at the hospital and 
especially with the doctors! wives. The new doctor who arrived is a methodist 
who is seriously considering medical missionary work with his church after 
completing his service for the government, They have a boy, two,who makes a 
good playmate for Sara Lynn. The doctor and his wife took care of Sara lynn 
while Barbara was in the hospital. Barbara taught Sunday School until the 
middle of August and hopes to get back to it soon again, I continue to 


enjoy working with she Heling Peoria et a. ae 
people who are not trying to hide behind some kind of a fa They 
ave hearts open to the Lof#d and take seriously the application of Bible 
ie. response to the preaching has been gratifying. 
“During the year about forty have come forward seeking the help of the Elders. 
Of these three orffdur were professions of faith in Christ. The others were 
for various spiritual needs: seeking encouragement in Christian life, 
confessing sins of drunkenness and adultery ,»eeking re-union with husband 
or wife. The session meetings are also gratifying as time after time the 
sees ee ne En ee ee ee eer ral dealing with the 
members who wanted to have their names removed from our rolls and transferred 
to the Assembly Church one Elder suggested: "In receiving members we ask them 
to appear in person why would it not be proper where possible to have 
‘members appear in person to request transfer to another church?" It was 
therefore decided that those requesting transfer be invited to a special 
Session meeting. In the months and years ahead these leaders will be taki 
more and more inj in the pro of the church, The welcome I 
receive when visiting their,homes is always very gracious and they show 
great appreciation for my coming, These are the primary things that make the 
work enjoyable and the future challenging. 


Respectfully submitted by 


Dok. Kam ber 


John R. Chambers 


JAN 19 1960 


ANNUAL REPORT 1959 


Note... Even though I have been reminded by your office more than once to send in 
my annual report and statistical report I have not done so, because I have never done 
it in the past years, since all the statistical reports as well as annual reports were 
done by our Pastor, after discussing this over with him,I am now making this report. 

FRIESE HEHE HEHEHE SHE HEGHM 
The year 1959 has been a year of conflict and decisions in religous matter to 
many of gur people in Barrow. The reason,.. Assembly of God preachers and their 
proselytes teaching and preaching against the doctrine of Presbyterians, such as, 

Infant Babtism which they say is not according to scriptures, and therefore saying 
we are wrong. Also they are teaching fervantly,receiving of the Holy Spirit in a 
miraculous way, and also speaking in tongues. 

RESULT*-- some of our members deserted their Church to the Assembly of God church, 
but these people happen to be the ones who have hard feelings one way or the other 
toward their fellow Presbyterian members. 


How the Presbyterians re-acted-- Once from the request of our session the meaning 
of Infant Babtism was taught, which was a releif to many of our members who seek the 
answer to this rising stumbling block. 

We have tried our best not to fight back for their critical attitude toward us. 


Are many transfering to the Assemby Church?-- No doubt many have attended their 
revival meetings, some by curiousity, some to hear their sting instrument playings, 
some in response to their insistant invitations. 

In the year 59 it is plain that many are drawing away from them and are more and rd 
more attending our Church serwices and fellowship groups. Some whom I talk with say 
that they are too critical of our church and are high-minded. 


low was our Church functioning?-~- More and more of our young adults have given tes-— 
timonies each Wednesday prayer meetings. There have been more enthusiasm in the fel- 
lowship groups ofChurch, namely Fout$y Niners (40 on up) Geneva Fellowship (21 to )0) 
and Westminster Fellowship (15 to 21) Later in the year,tape recordings of testimo- 
nies and Singing by young adults have been made in various homes, and broadcasted thru 
small transmitters, ( there are more than ten small transmitters owned by various 
individuals) Young adults have more interest in sunday school than ever before. 

1960 will be a year of growth to many christians who are now participating in 
the activities of our Church. 


What about other Churches already set up in Barrow ?-- There has been no sign of 
influence in our people during 1959 either by Catholic Church or Bahaism, even though 


there if an attempt to win them to their religion. 


Looking at the native life---- The eskimo life has been about normal during 1959 
even though bowhead whales are not caught during spring whaling season. Walrus, carbbou 
and fish has been plentiful. 

Jobs have been available at the DEW-line sites for considerable number of natives, 
But as usaal the fuel has been a big problem to many, the stove oil ordered by our 
stored run short each year, as well as the coal which is being hauled by Meade River 
Coal Mine operators. This may have been the reason, at least partly,for our shortages 
in fuel; there has been many false primises, and hopes, in getting natural gas, (which 
only the Government agency is now using) Py See as 


Friend in Christ 


Samuel Simmonds 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1959 FOR THE DELTA-SALCHA AREA 


Alaska is living through a/period of transition. And we at Delta and along the 
Highway are experiencing this transition from the fooming construction days 
af the past few years to a new attitude of permanence. * ive years ago, the 
civilian population of Delta was concerned only with construction and big 
moneye Few had any desire to stay around and héap the place to grow. Today, 
the construstion work in the area is being done by local men ina large port- 
‘ion. *ive years ago people were quite content to live in tarpaper shacks 

and do without the conveniences they had know outside in order to make the 


ie dildo kl ie MA A IE de ae teed 

_ feel that this is home and are beginning to mke their homes mice and take 

‘pride in w ey havee A tarpaper shack is undesireable today. Five years 
andeven a year ago, people looked forward to the time that they cmld 

“poaching hace Mild Me Md Le BB a ld 

Five years ago, there was only one fammer on the Clearwater, today there are 

dozens and most of them have come in this summer. This section of the 

Interior is in transition. The mkeshift, temporary existence is no longer 


good enoughe People are building with a definite future here in mind. 


The Presbyterian Ghurch at Deltais growing in this transition period as well. 
One thing tmt it has always stood for is permanence in the midst of restless 
changee This has not been easy. For the people and the leaders have been in- 
fected by this bug of always moving on without putting any roots down. It has 
not always been easy for most of them to say, “This is my church," for they 
have not felt at home here and their hearts have been somewhare outside. But 
the time has come fa them to realize tliat they cannot always drift and they 
are growing to understand that it has been the church tha thas remained stable 
though everything @lse about them has been in a state of flux. “hey have 
lived theough the glamerous stage of being in Alaska; the stage of fighting 
Alaska and themselves f or staying here; to the stage of realizing realistically 
that they are here and mve put their roots dom, so make the most of ite 


Fh ssion of tl church reflects this growing realization. Five years ago 
"fey ad no feeling of being part of the Fresbytery. They were quite content 
tobe mt here on their own without bothering about the work elsewheree Now 


the men show a real interest in being part of the Presbytery and make a real 
effort to have a delegate to the mestingse They have a sense of wanting to be 
As self reliant as possible and practical without having to fal back on the 
Board. And having experienced a rather inadequate Church Officer Training 
program for the first year, they gained enough from it that they wanted the 
Sunday School teachers and the Guild officers to be included in the rest of 


the programe 


I think that the step tht was not easy for them to take was a step that was 

+o show where the clurch stood in regards tothe welfare of the commnity. 

They wre Willing to take a stand tht was not popular by opposing the issuance 
of a liquor license. the action they took ina letter to Juneau is no doubt 
common knowledge in the community. 4nd when the situation arose the second 
time, they were willing to be consistent and take a stronger stande It was not 
easy fa themto do. But believing tmt it was right they went ahead. They 

are beginning to see that Christian committment means responsible action. And 
as they begin to understand this as individuals, it is beginning to reflect 
itself among the rest of the congregatione. And ina practical though difficult 


~ 
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situation, they are realizing the church 's responsibility to the c ommunity. 


In the area of Christian Education there has been transition. We still are 
lacking in leadership and have a wide field to grow in here. We have had a 
Sunday School Superintendent. But he had too many other jobs in the church and 
this was one too many and he resigned. We have had temporary fill-ins but this 
has been most inadequate. Yet at the same time we have mde much progress in 
creating interest in the program and carrying responsibility. 


This sumer we had Miss Bernadine Thompson of Berkeley, California with us to 
give our teachers Sona habia” Thstrustion in teacher trateane ana lead in our 
Vacation Church School. She did an excellent job in selling the need and import- 
ance of teaching. The result is that we now have three men teaching Sunday School 
in adition to myself. And we have two sets of husbands and wives teaching. 

They have enjoyed their work and when I thought that the men would drop out 
after filling in for the summer because I twisted their arms, they have been 
quite willing to carry on and are doing a grand job. 


In our Vacation Church School this year, we were able to carry the whole program 
on our wwn with the guidance from Bernie Thompson. We had a full school and 
would have had a difficult time to care for moree +his year we had only the 
youngsters tit come within or sphere of influence and are not active in any 
of the other churches. Many are not active in any church. We had a good result 
of most of them uniting with the Sunday School. But we still haveto round-up 
the strys that have no conectionse Mainly because their parents have not 
attachments to any churh and they receive no encouragement from home. We are 
working hard with our teachers to get them to realize that a call by them could 
do wonders or to get them to see that these youngsters are important in the 
kingdom as well as the ones who come regularly. But this will always be a problem. 


We have one new hope. This year for the care ftim we have a junior high school 
age class with three youngsters. This is the first time that we have been able 
+o hold any youngsters beyond the sixth grade. I have hopes that one day we will 
even have a high school department. But it will take a while as we will have 


to grow t heme 


Though of Ie sser importance, yet essential in mking the work of the church winsome 
for Christ, there have been achiements in the physical area of the churkbh. Most 
noticable this summer is the lack of dust in the frot yard. The session got the 
first stage in landscaping completed by grading the yard and gravelling it. The 
summer was too wet and ti was too late to start. But next year we will plant grass 
and a flower garden to beautify the grounds. The tourists love the church setting 
but it will be all the more appealing when the landscaping is done. 


With the coming of power to Delta becoming a reality, plans to make an adequate 
heating system Bor both the manse and the Rec Hall areality, are now in actione 

“nese plans have been tabled many times simply because the power here has not 

been sufficient. But when our source of power burned out the second time in six 
months, the power problem came to a head. Action was taken to get Golden Valley 
Electric ASsne to come in with power. At last they lm ve agreed to supply power 

and will be in operation by December 15th, 1959. This will mke a world of difference 


tothe whole c omunity. 


It is amazing how many things depend upen power and how particular they are to 
have to have good power. When you have played around with home generators for 
& taples you have a genuine appreciation for these who have the problem of supplying 
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Several times after spending entirely too mech time in working with three make- 
iran borrowed plants, I have been ready to quit and walk off and leave it all. 

e only thing that kept me going was the faith and then growing hope that Golden 
Valley would come in with reliable power. Now they are coming and we are most 
thankful and grateful. In the meantime one of the local suppliers has taken over 
in a weak wag, but we at least have lights. And we are thankful for small things. 


Delta has been and still is in a periiod of transition. But day by day more lasting 
steps are being taken to mke this a good commnity with a permanent look. Trust=- 
worthy power will change the whole complexion on the wu llage. +he merche nts 

and land owmers have expanded and improved their businesses. W have a bank and 

it is expandinge With the coming of pwer, FHA housing loans will be available 

and there are rumors of good housing areas beéng developed. 


Until recently, Delta had been thought of in terms of a military towne But this 
stigma is even now beginning to turne The Clearwater area is being homesteaded 
thickly. Young families with sane farming experience are moving in and are think- 
ing of staying here for good. Certainly with the expansion of a stable farming 
commnity, we have very good prospects for a prosperous or at least sufficiently 
bright futuree 


It becomps more and more evident each year, that Fort Greely is here to stay and 
that it is expanding. I read in a newsletter from Sen. Gruening that the 86th 
Gongress has appropriated for the coming fiscal year 3,322,000 dollars for Pte 
Greely alonee Eighteen miles to the sath on Qonnelly Flats, the military is 
" building a several million dollar secret installation dealling with migsiles. 

It seems to have a priority over the Clear progect. This expansion is rumored 
to be manned in the future by several hundred civilians and spe¢alists. If this 
is so, and there is little reason to doubt it, than Delta will mve to grow and 
soone And with sufficient power guaranteed, Delta is the most likely site for 
the expansions 


The chamber of commerce is convinced of this and is planning for a new schoob 
next years The Fish and Wild life Service is building permanent quarters an 
ree ea cduast or heré. And we are son convinced that there is a future here, that 
I am on the committee to est ish a cemetery for the town. In the px st people 
have gone away to diee But with Delta becoming the home far more and more, we 

are going to learnin the meaning of death in the not very distant future. 


Our town is growing ami we are looking forward to its growth as a church. We 

are building slowly but lastingly- And the spiritual seeds of steadfast confid- 
ence that comes from walking with Christ is becoming the experience of our 
peoplee And our people now active in the church, are end will be the leaders 
in the tow to mke it thetown it ought to be. For they are beginning to show 
in small ways and increasing frequency what Christ is doing for them and what 
the church means to them in the community. And this camot help but rub off unto 


otherse 


THE WORK AT SALCHA 


For four years the wrk at Salcha was carried on with preaching services held 
in varioushomes. *hen this year with Rev. Bingle takingtheinitiative while we 
were on furlough, a Sunday School was developed. This too met in one of the 

homes for some time but there was not enbagh room. And the small bickerings of 
a smill commnity began to be felt. We had to find a place of neutral ground 
and sufficient size. The Lord worked it ot so that Joe Ba leh¢ offered the use 
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of a quonset hut on his land. “his is now in use and being developed into a useable 
chapele And the Sunday School nearly doubled in size. 


I have wanted to hold a Vacation Church School in Delta ever since I have been 
here and at last we finally did it. We held a one week school with Bernie Thompson 
helping oute It proved so successful that they want a full two wesk program next 
yeare We did not have enough room in the hut for the school. 50 I barrowed a large 
ten man tent from one of the GI's at Delta and we then had plenty of room. This 
was an experience tmt not only the young people appreciated but the parents did 
as welle 


This is going to be slow going especially since I live so far awaye The people are 
country people and few have had any church experience at all. One is almost con- 
scious ofthe _spirijual vacuum in the lives of most_of the peoples They do not 
understand what the church is trying to do. “nd they ame not to sure that they 
want a church arounde One Yunday when Kerry was ill and I felt I shoufid stay in 
Delta rather than make the tripe the following Sunday four people showed upe 
Because I missed one Sunday, they, figured tmt the Sunday School was all done 

for the winter and were not goingto come. ‘his was soon carected. But this kind 
of thing could easily happen again until the people get to know better. It will 
take time andpatience. 


The church has a definite future in Salchae But it will have to know up-hill 
sledding 211 the way. The community is basically a farming community with the 
men supplimenting their income by working at Eielson AFB. They work many long 
and hard hours at home and at the base. And they just are not interested in 
a time consuming church programe Though they want something for the kidse 
Alog with an expanding homestead area, there are two nike sits close by that 
I hope will also have their men integrated in the programe 


In Delta the cmurch has served as a stablizing factor for transient peoplée 

In Salcha the church is going to have to serve as a neutral ground to unite 

a community mde up of strong individualists. In Christ we can make a common 
ground for them and help them to realize their need to help each other in 

more than physical construction. The church can bring to the people the security 
that comes only from Christ and lifé their sights up from their own little ground. 


November 9, 1959 
Dear Frieda, 
I do not know what happened to the annual report but I typed and mailed it on 
October 21 when I did my September monthly report, I am sending you my carbon 


copy hoping that if the original turns up you will return this to me for I do 
not have time to recopy it. Very sorry for the apparent delay. 


Sincerely, 


ay 
NU 
( 


& OCT 26 1959 | 


ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT - 1959 a 
UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
John C. Stokes, Minister 


I PROGRAM 

In the area of programming there were several highpoints which have 
contributed to what I think is a strengthening of the life of the 

church. The first of these chronologically was the COT program conducted 
during the month of January. The sessions were well attended by the 
officers and their participation in the discussions was very spirited. 

I have made a point of svending somes time at each of the trustee 

meetings trying to increase the spiritual vision and concer of these 
men. Our deacons are all women who are concermed Christians and have 
functioned more fully in this role than ever before. I have emphasized 
calling with them and they have responded in a wonderful way. The 
devotions at the deacon meetings for the most of the year were on 

prayer following Bonhoeffer's Life Together.) There are six fine men on 
the Session here now. During the year we have grown together considerably. 


In February we began the communicant classes for children and for adultse’ 
From them two young people and twelve adults were received into the 
membership of the Church.,! 


During the spring and summer of this year the Sunday Church School made 
real advances in organization and purpose under the direction of Joan’ 
Heckel as superintendent. Devattments were reorganized and relocated, 
necessary materials were obtained and one departmental room was com 
pletely redecorated. We have had difficulties getting organized in the 
fall but veople have come forward to help and we are moving forward againe 


VCS and a junior camp week at Harding Lake dominated the programming for 
the summer. We again had the assistance of a trained teacher as director 
of the VCS. This is the second time in 5 years this has been possible 
and cdiould be continued. The attendance was just under the 100 mark. 

The veople in the Church responded to the call for teachers and helpers 
in their usual fine way. We had a dozen youngsters who attended the 
junior camp and had a very fine experience. It was one of the best 

junior camps we have had at Harding Lake. 


The University student program on the campus, a group called NUCYG, 

never really got off the ground after the Christmas vacation. This was 
another interdenominational grouv and suffered from the same difficulties 
the groups of the past 3 years have suffered. This fall with the blessing 
of the Session I have organized a United Presbyterian Youth group which 

is going very well at the present writing. We will see what the heart 

of the schoool year activities does to the interest and attendance,' 


During the year I have preached two major series: February through 
Avril on ths Apostles Creed and June through August on Social Action. 
In November I am planning to begin a pre-Christmas series which I hope 
will be basically the doctrine of redemption. I have interspersed 
these series with sermons on prayer, suffering and death, the Christian 
life and personal commitment. I have tried to rotate these to give a 
balanced diet. During the fall when there are so many new students I 
concentrate on what might be called Christology.’ 


We have not received very many new members into the chruch this year. 
In addition we have suspended several who have besn on our roll a long 


R 


time. We are looking forward to a sharp increase this winter and next 
spring.! The Session and Trustees are becoming more and more aware 
that the only way to strengthen our Church is to receive more members 
and the only way to do this is to get out and visit them and ask them 
to make a visible commitment to Christ by joining the Churche' 


In October of this year we mde arrangements with the College Women's 
Club to provide space, heat-and light for &gWeek-da obit f for 4 ‘S 
and 5 yearold youngsters who could not go/the public schoo kindergart one 
They found a very capable teacher and thé school has had a maximum 
enrollment the first month. They meet 9:00-11500 a.m.’ three days a wecke 


The children's library which the College Women's Club also operates is 
still located in the education building and is used by 411 the communit ye 
Our members are very pleased with such vrojects as am I, for it helps 

to justify the existence of such a plant as ours in a community this size 


II:-BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 

There have been no major changes in our buildings or property. The 
basement of the Church building has been repainted. The upstairs of the 
manse has‘been finished with the exceotion of the painting, which added 
two rooms, a bath and a storeroom to our existing space. The education 
unit continues to settle at a relatively slow pace. We did replace 
some of the heating pipes which were stressed to the breaking point 

but this was not an expensive project. I have made a point of raising 
the vroblLem of building a new building with every group in the church 
and so it is a topic of conversation at every meeting by means of the 
agenda. I hope we can be in a new building in 1961.! 


III COMMUNITY ACTIVITI SS 

Since January I have again been president of the Fairbanks Ministerial 
Association. I have been in Fairbanks longer than any other minister 
with one exception. This means that I have’ been on tap for all sorts 

of varied community activities, fund drives, invocations and benedictionse 
I am currently serving terms on the Board of Direutors for the YMCA 

and the Alaska Crippled Chrildrens Association.’ Of course I also have 
been, for mat of the year, chairman of the Hospitality House Board 

and chairman of the Harding Lake Camp Inc., board. I have been invited 
to speak at several of the service clubs when they have their 

"spiritual emphasis" programs. These things have brought a minimum of 
directly traceable results for the Church but have put me in contact with 
people I would never have had an opportunity to meet otherwise. I still 
Go not know whether such activity is justified. 


IV FAMILY 

On February 15 John Frederick Stokes was born in St. Joseph's Hosp&tal 

in Fairbanks. Jean is well as is Sarah. In May’my father died of cancer 
and I had to make an emergency trip to Cleveland, Ohio. On May 4 I 

fell and broke my right arm just above the’ elbow and had it in a cast 

for 5 weeks or soe) It has completely Hiaaled with no after effects of any 
kind. 


P.S. Under PROGRAM I neglected to make mention of the work at 6 Mile, 
All during the year I have been going out there every Sumay evening 
and conducting Sunday school for the hildren and Bible Study for tie 
adults.! In the spring we received 3 adults from there into this Church 
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October 20, 1959 


I wish that this report was not due for a while longer because I 
feel I have not Worked here “pe enough to adeguately analize the 
total problems, failures, successes, hopes sit caer’ of these 
wonderful people. At the very first Mrs. Grafton and I feared that 
we would never be able to &djust and meet the needs. We have had 
no time to place any special emphesis on adjusting. We have had to 
work so many hours that we are not even conscious of the rain! We 
are so thoroughly a part of these peoples lives now that we could 
never think of a time to léave them. Have stricken such thoughts 
from our minds and heart entirely. We just want to help them. And 
many of them are helping us in ways that make me proud of all the 
missionaries who have given their lives in this service here before 


Use Dre Jackman's sermin at Presbytery was the turnin oint in my 
full personal conmitment to the task and life that lies ahead heré. 
ska NaN RDA RLM Ta MEET IOT AT EN GRRL TIOUN EDR MCL MPIC ak Yaa ae aes a RRL GUS Bc WR PTAA TOA ORLANDO PTAC GIT a pcre RS SL rie et a ee 


I have found no reports other than the sesson records that give me much 
light on the past year and a half. December 1957 seem to be the latest 
I can find. so this report will have to coVer only the period of 

this year as it began on our arival sept, 3, 1959. My first two month- 
ly reports show an increase in both fields as to attendance in 

Worship and Church Schoole Which is very incouraging here in Craig 

but means very little in Klawocke 


fhe school Principle and Forrestry people, a senator and a member 
of the house of representatives all feel that logging will begin 
above Klawock in less than two years. I am told that this should 
bring dn at least twenty five new families. ihe fishing business 
was worse this season than ever before but the people Have great 
opes a ngs will gradually improve since the fish traps are 


no longer to be used. ‘the fish that the natives can for home consumption 
were more in number this seasone 


ithe penticostals are holding a revival in Klawock at the present. 

I am attending my self in order to quiftely swing many of it's leaders 
back into their mother churche The natives including the Salvation 
army people are praling with me that we can find unity in Christ 
together and a means to all belong to the Bresbyterian Church. 


Please continue to pray fervently for all of us and I know that God 
will deliver these people from there total suffering. Our newly 
launched Friendship evangelism is showing fine results even since 
Presbytery last weeke I want in no way to paint a rosy picture of 
the situation here for it is any thing but that. But there is enough 
new action and faith filled spirit to encourage the worst doubter. 
All of the junior high age group in Craig turned out for Church 
school last sunday and stayed for Ghurch. They are as a Westminster 
group taking on the responsibility of calling in each home on 

Sunday mornings to bring the Nursery and Kindergarten children 

to Church School. We ped tite four. in attendance at ckne Bonahie 
Service and most of the vown_turned out Sunday night fore surkrise | 
dinner in honor of the new pastor. (I endéd up in making the 

coffee in the Manse!)Bless their hearts. 


Sincerely ,¥ 
Bi 164 a Lago 


NOV 1 2 1959 
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Fifth Avenue at F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 


FRANK J. WALKUP 
PASTOR 


MISS MARJORIE MELLEN 
DIRECTOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


November 6, 1959 


Dept. of Work in Alaska 
Room 1417 

475 Riverside Drive 
New York 27, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: 


I just received your postcard asking me to send you the annual narrative 
report. 


I believe that your records are outdated. I haven*t been in Craig and 
Klawock since May, and therefore feel that I couldn*t give you an accurate 
report on the situation. I believe that Dr. Jackman would be able to help 
you revise your list. Rev. Grafton is now the pastor at Craig and Klawock. 


If there is any further assistance that I might give you, please do not 
hesitate to call on me. 


Sincerely, 


Bef lide VUeTe 


Rev. D. Robert Van Nest 


NOV 17 1959 


First Presbuterian Church 


Corner Seventh and Cushman 
FAIR# S57 ALS 


Marion E. Hort 
Director of Eskimo Work 


IG 


Our Eskimo congregation is made up of the study ones that provide the 


a 
OY tenual Narrative 


nucleus,of those who are here for a short term and gone again. The reason 
for somany changes is the great desire on the part of our Eskimo's to go out 
and seek their fortune, so to speak, in the big city of Fairbanks. Needless 
to say a great majority of them get discouraged and soon go back to their 
native village. Our work is to provide a Spiritual uplift in the time of 
adjustment to our way of living. Also through counsel with them we can 
sometimes help in preparing them for their work or even help prepare them to 
find work. Most of these Eskimo's are Christians and they are easy to work 
with and take kindly to help and a-dvice in their adjustment. 

The really big work that is ahead of us is in reaching the Bskimo's 
that are not in a church. There are many of them in Fairbanks that never go 
to church, XKSKSXHEE To get the message across to them is indeed dificult 
and I feel that it can be done only through other Eskimo's., It is our aim and 
challange now to so educate those with whom we wrk that they in turn will 
go out and bring in those who are outside the church, To assist in this, 
we plan to have more recreation in our program than we have before. If we can 
provide something interesting for those who lack Spiritual interest, maybe 
it will give them a reason to attend and to be with us. Maybe through some 
contacé in this manner we can arouse their spiritual interest. 

We were unfortunate in having a work strike here for the most of the 


summer. There was very little work for anyone. It will be a hard winter 


for many of our Eskimo people. With patience though, we look forward to better 
times as the next three years in the Fairbanks area are forecast to be some of 
the most prosperous in history. 

As we look forward to better times, both in the Spiritual and in the 
physical, we can praise God for all the many things he has done for us in 
the past and knowing He will continue to be with us in the future we can look 
forward with excitement andanticipation for what lies ahead. 

In Christian Fellowship 


CO Jesins Ghia 


Marion E. Horton 


gor 19 
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Me ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT FOR ST. LAWRENCE IS. 


1. During February we held our second in the series of Church Officer Training Classes. 
This year there was a much better response to our new system of consecutive classes. 
The church officers and Sunday school teachers said that they were able to retain 
and remember much more that way. The weather was very stormy which prevented much 
hunting, so that attendance was excellent. One man said that he was sorry he could 


understand very much English but he felt a sense of the Holy Spirit present 


at every session, His regular attendance showed his earnestness. 
SS EN ATRL Osa OR ae 


2. During Lent I held my first communicant's class. We used the new materials, including _ 
the film strips, and I feel they were very worthwhile. Ten young people were 
received at Maundy Thursday Communion. 


3. In Gambell I tried spreading out the Daily Vacation Church School sessions over a 
whole month, so that I could meet with each department. We met all through May as 
soon as I was able to get back from Presbytery. It was rather a hectic month but I 
feel it was worth it. By beginning with the pre-shool children before the public 
school was over I was able to meet with the Primary, Junior and Junior High gronps 
when the public school closed. This meant a 9:00 A.M. to 9 P.M, schedule, Then in 
June I went to Savoonga for two more weeks. 


h. This summer was missed as a time for building work around the mission as I was "“out- 
sidetton vacation. The change was very good though. Now since I have returned we 
have been continuing with building. A new stairway to the attic and flooring have 
been finished so that there is now good storage space for the Deacon's clothing and 
other mission supplies. 


Se The Island received much publicity this summer through the "beer incident"... The 
village Council had written to oub federal Senators, with my help, requesting that 

something be done about the old army beer dump. An army demolishon team came out to 
destroy ite Now for the first time in two years we are free of this problem. 


6, The officers of the Savoonga church have been carrying on in a most noble manner. 
is summer, especially, they maintained regular services at North East Cape. In 
June SI had provided them with materials to take down there as so many families were 
going to be down there working. Upon my return I was informed that attendance was 
good and that even men from the construction grew and the military base attended. We 
had not planned on having Sunday school there, but several of the teachers who were 
spending the summer there organized a Sunday school, too. 


Ts In (uly) the Reverend god Mrs. David Shinen. cane to live in Gambell at the old mission 
house. They are on a ten to fiftesn year profect for the Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Their purpose is to learn this Eskimo language, so as to be able to form a written 

language for Bible translation. One of the main aims is to have a Bible some day which 
can be sent to the Siberi kimos who speak the same language aS our people. For 
the Island the Bible will be published as a combined English-Eskimo version, so that 
it will be a very fine commentary for those who know English and Eskimo, 
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1. During February we held our second in the series of Church Officer Training Classes. 
This year there was a mich better response to our new system of consecutive classes. 
The chureh officers and Sunday school teachers said that they were able to retain 
and remember much more that way. The weather was very stormy which prevented much 
hunting, so that attendance was excellent. One man said that he was sorry he could 
not understand very much English but that he felt a sense of the Holy Spirit present 
at every session. His regular attendance showed his earnestness, 


2. During Lent I held my first communicant's class. We used the new materials, including 
the film strips, and I feel they were very worthwhile. Ten young people were 
received at Maundy Thursday Commumion. 


3-e In Gambell I tried spreading out the Daily Vacation Church Scheol sessions over a 
whole month, so thet I could meet with each department, We met all through Mag as 


soon as I was able to get back from Presbytery. It was rather a hectic month but I 
feel it was worth it. Sy beginning with the pre-shool children before the public 
School was over I was able to mect with the Primary, Junior and Junior High groups 
when the public school closed. This meant a 9:00 A.M. to 9 P.M, schedule, Then in 
June I went to Savoonga for two more weeks. : 


4. This summer was missed as a time for building work around the mission as I was "out- 
side“on vacation... The change was very good though. Now since I have returned we 
have been continuing with building. A new stairway to the attic and flooring have 
been finished eb that there is now good storage space for the Deacon's Clothing and 
other mission supplies. 


5 The Islend received mch publicity this summer through the "beer incident"... The 
Village Council had written to ous federal Senators, with my help, requesting that 

something be done about the old army beer dump. An army demolithon tean came out to 
destroy it. Now for the first time in two years we are free of thie problem, 


6. The officers of the Savoonga church have been carrying on in a most noble manner, 
This sumer, especially, they maintained regular services at North East Cepe. In 
June I had provided them with materials to take down there as so many families were 
going to be down there working. Upon my return I was 

good and that even men from the construction grew and the military base attended, We 
had not planned on having Sunday school there, but several of the teachers who were 
spending the swimer there organized a Sunday school, too. 


